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cestral town, Kilkenny, which was soon to form the young
minds of Swift and of Berkeley.
Under the government of Ormond, and, indeed, through
the -whole of the reign of Charles II, Ireland made decided
material progress. The existing order of things seemed firmly
established; the dominant caste made civilisation spread; the
wealth of the country largely increased; something like
prosperity appeared again. Dublin grew into a city of 50,000
souls; a few of the seaport towns revived; Belfast began to
show signs of thriving; there was a real advance in husbandry
and trade. Macaulay has described in picturesque language
Petty's settlement in the wilds of Kerry; and doubtless there
were other settlements of the kind, oases in rude and half-
peopled deserts. This progress, however, met a sudden
check, the first of many checks of the kind, attended ultimately
with evil results. In conformity with the selfish legislation of
the day, Ireland was excluded from the Navigation Acts of
England; she was thus almost shut out from trade with the
colonies; and her ship-building industry, in some degree,
suffered. These restrictions probably were as yet not much
felt, in the case of a poor and backward country; but another
restriction did real injury. A period of agricultural distress in
England was followed by a rapid decline in rents; and the
English Parliament, in consequence, forbade the import of
animals of most kinds, and even of meat, from Ireland, the *"
principal sources of her still scanty wealth. This prohibition
aroused the anger of Petty, a keen and able economic
thinker, who had feathered his nest through the Cromwellian
forfeitures; he compared it to the colonial tyranny of Spain1.
Ireland, nevertheless, continued to advance, in spite of the
loss of a most important market; her woollen manufacture
especially throve. The time had not yet come when she was
to learn how mischievous commercial restrictions could prove.
1 Life of Sir William Petty, p. 143.